Graduation Speech
Graduating seniors, honored guests, parents, relatives, faculty and friends, welcome to the Commencement exercises of 2016.

The members of the class of 2016 have been accepted into 129 colleges and universities all over the United States. 211 students, representing 86% of the student body plan to continue on to post-secondary education. 62% will be going to 4 year colleges, 23% to 2 year colleges, and 1% to technical, trade, or prep schools. 8 students, are entering the military, 4 to the Marines, and 4 to the Air Force. We thank you for your choice of service. 8 of our graduates, are entering the world of work.

The town of Stoughton and the friends of Stoughton schools have continued to show their support by providing $160,650 in scholarship money. In addition, millions of dollars have been offered to our students in the form of financial aid. $4,734,206 was offered to students with their acceptance letters to influence them in their decision making as to what college to attend.

Some of the majors our graduates intend to pursue include education, computer science, nursing, engineering, criminal justice, biology, chemistry, biochemistry, business and marketing, psychology

As you leave us today I want to remind you that the entire world and all of its possibilities are open to you. Take pride in your tremendous ability to learn, and in everything that you are capable of. All of you are wonderful, and more competent than you know. Your choices are many, varied and very exciting. I invite you to consider that you have the chance, not just to “be yourself,” but to “make yourself,” every single day.

You are all capable of great things, even if you don’t yet know what they will be. We wish you every success and happiness. The world will be a better place because of you, and remember that you are always welcome here, and we love you all very much.

And now, it is my distinct honor and privilege to present to the Stoughton School Committee, for the purpose of awarding diplomas, the class of 2016.

